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From the Pastor

Dear Parishioners & Friends of the Parish,

Called to be Holy, Fully Engaged, Fully Alive! is our
theme for Lent and our church year. This theme comes
from Bishop Ricken’s Pastoral Letter on Parishes that
established our pastoral plan for the next five years. It is a
theme that you will encounter over and over again as we
move ahead as disciples of the Lord. Even now, a question
that you may want to ask yourself is simply, “am I holy,
engaged and alive in the Lord?”

Our participation in the Sunday Mass will be at the
heart and core of our Lenten call to be holy, engaged
and alive! We will deepen our understanding of and
reverence for the Sunday Mass, invite others to be fully
engaged in the Sunday Mass and reclaim Sunday as the
Sabbath. The opportunities to embrace these goals have
been outlined in the Lenten Newsletter that you should
have received this past week. Take the time to pray over
these opportunities and then choose the experiences that
will deepen your call to be holy, engaged and alive!

Another way to be holy, engaged and alive is to live the
rich social justice tradition that is so much a part of our
Catholic heritage. As you well know the Bishops have
been engaged in a very alive dialogue with President
Obama regarding the religious liberty issues surrounding
the retention of HHS's nationwide mandate of insurance
coverage of sterilization and contraception, including some
abortifacients. For our understanding, the position of the
Bishops can be summarized in these four points:

The Administration has indicated it is retaining the narrow
exemption for “religious employers” such as churches and
houses of worship. Our concern remains strong that the
government is creating its own definitions of who is
“religious enough” for full protection.

These latter (religious but non-exempt) employers will have
a year (up to August 2013) to work out final details of this,
with a further rule to be issued by the Administration
before the end of that period. The advantage is that we can
take part in this dialogue, the down side is that we may not
know the final actual details of some aspects of the policy
until well into the New Year.

There is a serious dilemma regarding self-insured plans,
where a religious organization is both employer and
insurer, and regarding student health plans offered by

ASHIE WEDNESDAY
SERVICES

6:30 AM Mass at Marshall

7:00 AM Mass at Waldo

9:00 AM Mass at Marshall & Waldo
12:10 PM  Service of the Word with ashes

at Grand

1:50 PM  Mass at Roncalli High School

4:30 PM  Mass at Marshall

5:30 PM  Mass at Grand

6:30 PM  Mass at Waldo

7:00 PM  Ecumenical service of the Word

with ashes at St. James Episcopal
Church, Manitowoc

Ash Wednesday is not a holy day of obligation

L RN | ]

religious colleges and universities. It appears that such
plans will be required to offer the objectionable coverage.

It seems clear there is no exemption for Catholic and other
individuals who work for secular employers, for such
individuals who own or operate a business, or for
employers who have a moral (not religious) objection to
some procedures such as the abortifacient drug Ella.

The Bishops are asking that you write our legislators
opposing this HHS measure. This is another way to be
holy engaged and alive!

St. Francis and St. Clare, pray for us! .~

Write to Congress and the Senate supporting the
Respect for Rights of Conscience Act
(H.R. 1179, S. 1467).

Rep. Thomas Petri, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington DC 20515; (202) 225-2476

Senator Herb Kohl, 330 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington DC 20510; (202) 224-5653

Senator Ron Johnson, 386 Russell Senate Office
Building, Washington DC 20510; (202) 224-5323




St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Manitowoc

February 19, 2012 ¢+ page 2

The Week Ahead
9th—

Rosary Recital: 12:15 PM at Knollwood Chapel
Mausoleum

Ooth—

No Religious Education, grades 1-5

21st—

St. Vincent de Paul District Mtg: 2:00 PM parish office
Pastoral Council: 6:30 PM parish office

ry 22nd—

Ash Wednesday—Schedule of Services on page 1
Men’s AM Bible Study: 5:30 AM at the parish office
Board of Education Meeting: 6:30 PM parish office

No Religious Education, grades 1-5

th—

Serra Club: 11:15 AM Mass in Chapel, followed by
meeting at Holy Family Memorial

NOMADs (Nurturing Other Mothers As Disciples) -
spiritual fellowship group for mothers; childcare
provided: 9:00—11:00 AM, LifeTeen House

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

Sunday, February 26th—

e Sunday Supper: 5:00 PM at Lakeshore United
Methodist Church, sponsored by The Church of Jesus
Christ L.D.S.

Wednesday, February 29th—
e Men’s AM Bible Study: 5:30 AM at the parish office

Saturday, March 3rd—
e Interpreted Mass for the Deaf: 4:30 PM Waldo site

CALLED To Be Holy....

You may be receiving
a phone call from one
of your fellow
parishioners  between
February 24™ and March 5", These
calls are designed to be brief and we
request that you spend a few minutes
of your time talking with the caller. ~ Thank you.

[ —

| CHOIR SCHEDULE |
i Sunday, February 26 |

| Grand at 8:30 AM: Gloria Dei :
*Waldo at 9:30 AM: Celebrators |
!Marshall at 10:00 AM: Cecilia Choir I

I :
i All other Masses will have an organist/ song leader. I

ONGOING WEEFKLY EVENTS

Wednesdays:
Holy Hour for Life: 8:00 AM in the Eucharistic Chapel at

Mondays:
EDGE—religious education, grades 6-8:

6:30—8:00 PM, LifeTeen house & Waldo site school hall the Waldo site
Monday-Friday: Women of Hope Bible Group: 9:30 AM parish office
Adoration Society—Adoration before the Tabernacle: Thursdays:

8:00 AM—8:00 PM at Holy Family Memorial chapel
Rosary Recital: 6:00 AM at Marshall, 6:30 AM at Waldo

Mondays & Wednesdays:

Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
9:00 AM—9:00 PM, Faith Formation Center side chapel
Religious Education Classes, grades 1-5:

6:15—7:30 PM Faith Formation Center

Thursday AM Bible Study: 9:00—10:30 AM parish office
Holy Family Catholic Charismatic Prayer Group:
7:00 PM at the parish office, includes prayer for needs

Sundays:
Sunday Mass Childcare Service: during 9:30 AM Mass

at the Waldo site, in the mini-gym
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Mass Intentions

Saturday February 18th—Vigil, 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 PM G tViola Gauthier; TBen & Marcella Kohlbeck
4:00 PM M fMarilyn Schleis; {Dennis Paul & Dennis Eugene Franz
4:30 PM W +June Fetzer
Sunday February 19th—7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 AM W 7Ted & Gladys Krell; tElla Fickett
8:00 AM M +Jim Surfus
8:30 AM G fTMilton Bruns Family; TSally Weekes & Kathleen Check
9:30 AM W {Mary Brandel
10:00 AM M fPriscilla Bonin
10:30 AM G In Thanksgiving of the 50th Wedding Anniversary of
Ken and Karen Zietlow
5:00 PM W fMary O’Connell
Monday February 20th—Weekday
6:30 AM M Liturgy of the Word with Eucharist
7:00 AM W TElla Mae Fickett; TMarie Koerner
Tuesday February 21st—Weekday
6:30 AM M fDolores Kubis; TAlice Garber
7:00 AM W fKen Jurgens
Wednesday February 22nd—Ash Wednesday

6:30 AM M fClara & Joseph Franz, Sr.

7:00 AM W fRalph Orth; fErv Orchekowsky
9:00 AM M fRaymond Smazel

9:00 AM W fTRosella Wellert

4:30 PM M fDeacon William Klein

530 PM G fHelen & Vincent Samz

6:30 PM W +tJuanita, Edward & Dennis Gauthier

Thursday February 23rd—Lenten Weekday after Ash Wednesday
6:30 AM M For the Parish
7:00 AM W TGrace Krish
Friday February 24th—Lenten Weekday after Ash Wednesday
6:30 AM M +tGerald C. Jackowski
7:00 AM W fVictor & Martha Opichka
Saturday February 25th—Vigil, First Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM G fTRobert “Bobby” Kraemer
4:00PM M fWencel & Alice Schleis
4:30 PM W fRay Sturzl; tMargaret, Isadore & William Brandl
Sunday February 26th—First Sunday of Lent

7:30 AM W fCarol Wester; Intentions of Fr. Dick Klingeisen
8:00 AM M +tPaul & Joseph Rohrer
8:30 AM G fRobert Ledet
9:30 AM W fDonald Schermetzler, Jr.
10:00 AM M fViola Hill
10:30 AM G fSteven Bushman; fFrancis Wheeler
5:00 PM W fCatherine & John Ludwig

Lenten Prayer Resource for 2012 |

7th Sunday
In Ordinary
Time

Sr. Renee Delvaux

FAITH IN ACTION

When Jesus saw their faith, He said
to the paralytic, “Child, your sins are
forgiven.”

Talk about faith in action! In today’s
Gospel Jesus heals the paralytic and
forgives his sins because of his faith and
that of his companions. They could not
get the paralytic through the doorway
because of the crowd, so they carried him
up to the roof, opened it and lowered him
before Jesus. These men were convinced
that if they could just get the paralytic to
Jesus, he would be healed. What an
example of ingenuity and persistence,
true faith in action!

Are we that determined and ingenious in
putting our faith into action? Every day
we are called to this, to “go the extra mile”
to help someone in need, to publicly
support an issue of truth and justice even
when everyone else is silent, to witness to
Christian values, even if shunned and
ridiculed. This is faith in action.

We have the option, daily, of responding
to Jesus in faith or lack thereof. Will we
proclaim our faith like the crowds who
gave glory to God at seeing Jesus’ divine
power to heal and forgive, or will we scorn
Jesus in rejection and lack of faith. We are
capable of either response. What will it
be? I say: CHOOSE FAITH—FAITH
IN ACTION!

'Each Lent calls us to be more diligently in our prayer, fasting and almsgiving. The “Little Black Books” from,
Saglnaw MI - with scripture readings and practical reflections for Cycle B - are available for $1.00 at all three!
|W01‘Sh1p sites and the parish office. Look forward to a personal and communal Lent that prepares us “to be Holy, |

! Fully Engaged and Fully Alive!”
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In Mewmory of-..

For the week of February 19th
Sanctuary Lights are in memory of...

Dennis Paul Franz at the Marshall site

Bishop’s Appeal 2012

Supporting the
Cathelic Diocese of Green Bay

r"S

———

Please Give

Catholic Foundation Generously

What is the Bishop’s Appeal?

The Bishop’s Appeal is a stewardship opportunity
for each of us to reach out to thousands of people
in search of Jesus’ love. Each gift given supports
the ministries of the Diocese of Green Bay which
serves our communities, Catholic schools and
parishes. Your gift truly helps bring the heart and
hands of Christ to our children, young adults,
families and neighbors.

H SUPPORT
/1212

Total Per Family

$ 29,752 $ 991

$ 2,589 $§ .86

$ 32,341 $ 10.77

ek: $ 45.962 $ 1531
($13,621) ($ 454)

SFA Blood Drive

St. Francis of Assisi Community Blood Drive is
scheduled for Saturday, March 31 from 7:30 AM —
11:30 AM in the cafeteria of St. Francis Elementary
School located at the Waldo site. You are eligible to
donate if you last gave blood on or before February 4.
To reserve your donation time, sign up the weekend of
March 17-18 after all Masses or call Kay Goswitz,
Parish Nurse at 684-3718 Ext. 124.

“2012 Esto Vir Midwest Men’s Conference”

The Esto-Vir Annual Men’s Conference is coming,
March 10" to St. Pius X parish in Appleton, WI.
This year’s featured guests will include The Most
Reverend David L. Ricken, Fr. Larry Richards,
Fr. Francis Hoffman “Father Rocky”, and Mr. Alan
Keyes — former U.S Ambassador to the United
Nations. Mass with Bishop Ricken will follow at
4:00PM. Registration is open now online at
www.estovir.com. $40 early registration ends March
5th. Registration at the door is $50.

Monks to Visit February 23rd
The Eastern Rite monks from Holy Resurrection
Monastery in St. Nazianz will pay a visit to
St. Thomas the Apostle in Newton, this Thursday,
February 23 from 6:30—8:00 PM. All are invited
to hear about their life and ministry in our area. Bring
your friends, too!

Eternal Rest to Our Loved Ones
We extend our sympathy to the families & friends of:

Lorraine Krema
Pauline Langenfeld

Howard Schmitz

May all the faithful departed rest in peace.
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Lent: Letting God Surprise Us

By: Kristina M. De Neve

Evangelization and Welcoming Director
Diocese of Green Bay

“Your sins are forgiven.” We hear these words
so often at church that they have essentially lost
all meaning. They have certainly lost their shock
value. Imagine Jerry Springer, Glenn Beck or Bill
Maher facing off with a guest and simply saying,
“Hey. No problem friend. Your deepest, darkest
actions have all been forgiven.”

When it comes to our identity, people tend to go to
one of two extremes. We tend to think we are
either completely worthless or that we are
“God’s gift to the world.” Neither perception is
accurate. Absolutely, we do very real, very serious
damage to others. But, we are also completely
loved and accepted.

So describes the paradox of Lent.

Lent is not about wallowing in unworthiness. It’s
not about erasing our dark sides. It’s about letting
ourselves be carried, letting the paralysis of our
lives be brought to God. It is allowing ourselves
to live with the tension that we are neither totally
worthless nor a finished product. We let God
surprise us by saying, “Child, you are forgiven.”

SCRIP SCRIP SCRIP
Parish Office Scrip Sale Hours:
Monday: 8:30 AM—4:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:30 PM—4:30 PM
Friday: 8:30 AM—12:00 Noon

Scrip is also sold after all Masses at all sites!
Thank You for your support of Scrip!
Sales for the week ending
February 12th were
$6,707 and total profit was $319
Our SFA Scrip Coordinator is:

Cindi Verch
683-6880 or 684-3718

LIFE

TEEN

LifeNight

February 26™ Ever wonder why we
can't eat meat on Fridays during Lent?
Ever wonder why we need 40 days to
prepare ourselves for Easter? This Life
Night will explore the Lenten season
and help  you understand it’s
importance.

Attention Middle School Youth!! Lent is
about to begin..As a Church we have
deep traditions that help us grow
closer to the heart of Christ during the
season of Lent... All grades 6-8, join
us on Monday to prepare for the
journey!

Next week’s LifeNight
is in memory of:

Oriet Gospodarek

Join Us! For an urgent 54-day
Rosary Across America Novena intention:
“That wisdom and justice prevail with respect to the
HHS mandate, and that all persons of good will can
follow their conscience.”

Live! 7:30a (CST) — Rebroadcasts (@ 8p and 10:30p
Green Bay / Fox Cities 1050AM

(Listen online at www.relevantradio.com)

K.C. SMELT FRY
Ash Wednesday ~ February 22
4:30—8:00 PM
TR Club House, 2208 Garfield Street, Two Rivers
Questions? Call Marv at 553-2591
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MAY S FORLIEL.

February 22 to April 1, 2012

Citizens throughout Manitowoc County are invited to
take part in the national 40 DAYS FOR LIFE
CAMPAIGN from February 22 through April 1.
There are 3 components to the campaign:

1. PRAYER for an end to abortion - any day or
several times a day; at home, or on your way to or
from work or school or in church or where ever you
are. It takes only a second to whisper a prayer for this
vital cause. It can also serve as a back-up for those
keeping vigil outside the abortion clinic.

2. FASTING for an end to abortion - from food, a
favorite food or a favorite activity - anyone of any age
can do this!!

3. PEACEFUL PRAYER VIGIL outside of the

Medical Arts Building, 704 S. Webster St., Green
Bay, WI., the site of OB-Gyn Associates of Green
Bay. This is a 24 hour prayer vigil on the public
The block of time from

sidewalk around the clinic.

Winterfest 2012
St. Mary/St. Michael School’s in Clarks Mills
Annual Oral & Silent Auction Event

Saturday, February 25 ~ 5:30—9:30 PM
Seven Lakes Golf & Dining

Great Auction Items, including an autographed Aaron
Rodgers jersey—Raftle to win a Family Room

Homemade hot turkey & BBQ pork sandwich plates
Call 920-775-3831 with questions.

rQ Spiritual Adoption
&K} At 21 weeks “Little One’s” breathing
patterns, body movements, and heart rate
begin to follow daily cycles called
circadian rhythms. You can be pro-life in your daily
rhythms too. Archbishop John C. Nienstedt said,
“In your neighborhoods—look for ways in which you
can reach out to the most needy in your midst. In
your workplace—be an example of patience and recon-
ciliation...we must work to build up a truly pro-life
culture, a culture that is rooted in an authentic under-
standing of human freedom and the meaning of life.”

Retreat Days for Adults with Cognitive
Disabilities in an Integrated Setting

Our retreats are designed for adults, especially adults
with cognitive disabilities, to gather for prayer, activi-
ties and worship in an integrated setting.

March 3, 2012—Green Bay
St. John the Evangelist Parish
413 St. John Street, Green Bay

April 14, 2012—Brillion
Holy Family Parish
1100 W. Ryan Street (Hwy 10), Brillion

Retreats begin at 8:30 AM and conclude at 3:30 PM.
All are welcome to join us for 4:00 PM Mass.

Cost is $10 (scholarships available) which includes
supplies and lunch, and is due with registration.

For more information contact: Mary Sherman at
920-272-8300, email: msherman@gbdioc.org
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Each week we invite you to visit this space as we feature a

group in our parish commum’tg/ that exemplifies our stewardship
concepts of prayer, service & sharing.

Featured group: GRAND TROUBADOUR CHOIR

Jaint
Lai

(L e of ror -
"j’r'unf.rs ASS!SI me-mﬁ

Mission: Enhance the spiritual experience of the Mass
Type of Stewardship: Service & Prayer
Contact: Jean Stahl at 683.3775 or jdstahl25@]Isol.net

THE GRAND TROUBADOUR CHOIR is a spin-off of the St. Andrew's Choir plus some dedicated
members from the Gloria Dei Choir combined. They are a welcoming bunch of people that love to
sing. We have some sections open that we would love to fill. Come and join us. They rehearse on

Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 PM and sing every Ist and 3rd Sunday at the Grand site from
September through May with summers off.

For more information on any of our other extensive choral/musical offerings, please contact
Ann Lensmire at: 920-684-3718 or ann.lensmire(@sfamanitowoc.com

Contact Information

With the Lenten newsletter was a request for information to update our records and your preferred method
for receiving parish information.
Please complete and return the information as promptly as possible via:

Postal Mail Fax Collection Basket Parish Office

FACSIMILE

Contact the Parish Office with questions, 684-3718.
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This aspect of the Eucharistic celebration will be presented after the second Mass on February 26
at the three worship sites and at the Faith Formation Center church on February 27, 6:30 PM.

3 eﬁzﬂc.- Ca%@ffe L ive
THE EUCHARIST

Gathering

In this ime to Believe,
Celebrate, Live the
Eucharizt, we all have an
opportunity to reflect on the
rich mysteries of our faith,
with a focus on our greatest
prayer, the Mass. As you
might expect, we'll start
at the beginning: with the
gathering of the assembly,
the entrance procession,
and the opening song.

Called to Worship
“It’s Sunday morning.
You decide to go o Mass. Or rather, God decides for you.

God draws each of us out of our solitude and isolation.
and makes us into a people that lives by faith and whose
unity is Christ.” writes Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger, the
recently deceased Archbishop of Paris, “Yes. we should
consider it o grace of God to have been “chosen” (o be
members of the People of God, “to serve in his presence.
to be gathered 1nto his Church. the Boady of Christ™
[Lustiger, Lo Messe. p. L1).

We come to Mass not because we happen to have the
time or because we feel like it or becavse we have 1o,
We come in response to a call. [n coming o Mass,
Sunday after Sunday. we are letiing ourselves be
gathered by God,

When God's people are thas gatherad 10zether, God s
Church is made visible. Many diverse individoals become
somelhing altogether new. They become one community
entrusted with a task that no one else can accomplish Tor
them: 1o be the hody of Christ in this place. at this tme.
The whale 1= tuby greater than its pares

The Entrance

The entrance procession
doesn’t begin with the
entrance hymn! Perhaps
vou could say it begins
when somiecne arrives
to turn on the lights and
open the doors. This great
procession continues as the
faithful arrive from every
direction—on fool. by car.
by bus, by taxi, by van.
maybe even by boat—
1o great one another and
loke their places in the church. This is the grenl entrance
procession: the vested ministers simply conclude it The
formal entrance is an emblem of what has already begun
o happen. We see in it a people ceasing to be a civie or
other kind of commumity, and becoming a liturgical one.
But. of course, there is more, because the procession is
nat just about us. ki's about Christs living presence in
our midst. As the cross eaters the church, we stand—
the simplest passible gesture, and vel a powerful sign
of attention and respect. We 've already seen that o is
the living God who gathers us here, though we may think
wes arrive under our own steam, The cross feads us, and the
solemn, deliberate pace reminds us that the pilznm people
of God have nothing 1o fear, Their destination is sure and
their guide cannot go astray. Candles are signs of a living
presence. and the candles carried with the coss remind
s that the cross we adore 15 a living cross. a flowering
tree. both alive and lite-giving.

The procession poims woother signs of Christ as
well, Servers carry candles around the Book of the
Crospels. because, as the Second Yutican Councl teache s
s, st himsell speaks when the scriptures are






