S
S |

’ NOVEMBER 27, 2011
int

ADVENT
' @

[

: .
!

[t is time to become aware and alert,
waiting anew for the coming of the Lord.
“Prepare the way of the Lord.”
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From the Pastor

Dear Parishioners & Friends of the Parish,

Happy New Year! That’s right, Happy New Year!
With the First Sunday of Advent we begin our new
liturgical Church year. This Church New Year begins
with a bang as we celebrate the Mass for the first time
with our new Roman Missal. A special thank you is
extended to all who have helped us to prepare for this
historical moment.

With this Church New Year we are launching a
yearlong parish theme of “Called to be Holy, Fully
Engaged, Fully Alive!” With an emphasis on the
“Eucharist” and “Stewardship as a Way of Life” we will
be challenged in many ways to grow and deepen our
call to be holy, engaged and alive in our faith and love
for the Lord. Hang on to your hats, folks, here we go...

This coming Tuesday, November 29", we will have a
very important Parish Town Hall Meeting to look
at and to report on a whole lot of parish activities that
I want you to be aware of in the weeks and months
ahead. Please make it a priority to be with us on
Tuesday, November 29" at 12:10pm or 6:30pm at the
Grand Avenue worship site.

Please know that at the recommendation of the Finance
Council our parish community made a $10,000
donation (to be given over a three year period) to
St. Thomas the Apostle Parish for the building of
their new church. Traditionally, a parish has always
made a tithe to a neighboring parish on an occasion as
such. More importantly, our mission to “love our
neighbor as we would want to be loved in return” is at
the heart of this gift. St. Thomas the Apostle prayed for
us every weekend when we were going through our
transition and they have been very supportive of our
Catholic School. I presented the donation recently at
their Annual parish Meeting. Many were moved to tears
by our support.

You should have received the Advent Newsletter
highlighting all of the programs, services and activities
for the season of Advent, including Reconciliation
Services — these are all opportunities to be holy,
engaged and alive!

St. Francis & St. Clare, pray for us! l";/-‘ "b—(‘,,

Advent Reconciliation

All Parishioners may attend ANY of the
following Reconciliation Services:

Monday, November 28th
Religious Education Reconciliation Service
6:30 PM at Faith Formation Center church

Wednesday, November 30th
Elementary School Reconciliation Service,
1:30 PM at Waldo
Religious Education Reconciliation Service
6:30 PM at Faith Formation Center church

Thursday, December 1st
Middle School Reconciliation Service
1:30 PM at Marshall site school gym

Wednesday, December 14th
Parish-Wide Reconciliation Service
1:30 PM at Grand,

6:30 PM at Waldo

Thursday, December 15th
Parish-Wide Reconciliation Service
10:30 AM Faith Formation Center church,
6:30 PM at Marshall

Feast of the
Immaculate Conception
Holy Day of Obligation

Wednesday, December 7th
Vigil—Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Vigil Mass Schedule:

Grand: 4:30 PM
Waldo: 6:30 PM

Thursday, December Sth
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Mass Schedule:

Marshall: 6:30 AM, 9:00 AM
Waldo: 7:00 AM, 9:00 AM
Grand: 6:30 PM
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The Week Ahead

er 27th—

Wonder of Advent by Candlelight: 6:00—8:00 PM
Grand site school hall

Sunday Supper: 5:00 PM at Wesley United Methodist
Church, sponsored by Redeemer Lutheran

er 28th—

Funeral Choir Potluck & Practice: 5:30 PM potluck
followed by group rehearsal at Grand site Letz Center

ber 29th—

Town Hall Meeting: 12:10 PM and 6:30 PM at the Grand
site church

ember 30th—
Men’s AM Bible Study: 5:30 AM parish office
ber 1st—

Rosary Guild: 1:00—3:00 PM parish office

r 2nd—

NOMADs (Nurturing Other Mothers As Disciples) -
spiritual fellowship group for mothers; childcare
provided: 9:00—11:00 AM, LifeTeen House

ber 3rd—
7:30—11:30 AM at the Waldo

SFA Parish Blood Drive:
site school cafeteria
Interpreted Mass for the Deaf: 4:30 PM at Waldo

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS

Sunday, December 4th—
e Rosary Recital: 12:15 PM Knollwood Memorial Park

Monday, December 5th—
e  Grief Share Drop-In Group: 6:00 PM parish office
e Daughters of Isabella Mtg: 7:00 PM Grand site Letz Ctr

Tuesday, December 6th—
e Prayer Shawl Mtg: 7:00 PM parish office

Wednesday, December 7th—

e Vigil—Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Holy day of obligation, see page 1 for Mass schedule

Thursday, December Sth—
o Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Holy day of obligation, see page 1 for Mass schedule
e (Catholic Women’s Club: 11:40 Rosary, Noon Lunch,
followed by meeting at Felician Village
e Military Outreach: 7:00 PM parish office

Friday, December 9th—
e Serra Club Mtg: Noon at Holy Family Memorial

Saturday, December 10th—
e Holiday Bake Sale: 9:00—Noon, Waldo site school
hall, sponsored by the St. Clare Society

[ _|

| CHOIR SCHEDULE .
i Sunday, December 4 |
i Grand at 8:30 AM: Grand Troubadours
- Waldo at 9:30 AM: St. Francis Men’s Choir |
| Marshall at 10:00 AM: Immaculate Conception |
i Singers

i All other Masses will have an organist/ song leader.

Mondays:
EDGE—religious education, grades 6-8:

6:30—38:00 PM, LifeTeen house & Waldo site school hall

Monday-Friday:

Adoration Society—Adoration before the Tabernacle:
8:00 AM—8:00 PM at Holy Family Memorial chapel
Rosary Recital: 6:00 AM at Marshall, 6:30 AM at Waldo

Mondays & Wednesdays:

Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
9:00 AM—9:00 PM, Faith Formation Center side chapel
Religious Education Classes, grades 1-5:

6:15—7:30 PM Faith Formation Center

ONGOING WEEFKLY EVENTS

Wednesdays:
Holy Hour for Life: 8:00 AM in the Eucharistic Chapel at

the Waldo site
Women of Hope Bible Group: 9:30 AM parish office

Thursdays:
Thursday AM Bible Study: 9:00—10:30 AM parish office

Holy Family Catholic Charismatic Prayer Group:
7:00 PM at the parish office, includes prayer for needs

Sundays:
Sunday Mass Childcare Service: during 9:30 AM Mass

at the Waldo site, in the mini-gym
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Mass Intentions

Saturday November 26th—Vigil, First Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM G fRobert Connor; §William Zipperer, Jr.
4:00 PM M fRobert Pankratz; fMarcel Dempsky
4:30 PM W fCharles J. Bohachek; In Thanksgiving of the
60th Wedding Anniversary of Leonard & Lois Chupita
Sunday November 27th—First Sunday of Advent
7:30 AM W +tPaul C. Posvic; THelen Walters
8:00 AM M fLeileece Hebel
8:30 AM G fMargaret Meyer; tJames O’Loughlin
9:30 AM W For the Parish
10:00 AM M fDeacon Phil Andrastek and Bill Peters; Special Intention
10:30 AM G TBonin, Miller & Strauss Families;
L/D Mbrs of the Bries & Kaster Families
5:00PM W fDella Lotto
Monday November 28th—Advent Weekday
6:30 AM M Liturgy of the Word with Eucharist
7:00 AM W fBernard Schermetzler; fLenore Breunig
Tuesday November 29th—Advent Weekday
6:30 AM M tAnna & William Smazel
7:00 AM W {Mae Lakosky
Wednesday November 30th—St. Andrew
6:30 AM M fDeacon William Klein
7:00 AM W fRoland Reindl; L/D Mbrs of the Simono &
Schwarzenbart Families
Thursday December 1st—Advent Weekday
6:30 AM M fPat Viertel
7:00 AM W L/D Mbrs Becker & Bertler Families
Friday December 2nd—Advent Weekday
6:30 AM M TAndrew & Clara Balog
7:00 AM W fVictor & Eleanore Tadych
Saturday December 3rd—Vigil, Second Sunday of Advent
4:00 PM G fFlorence Denor; TMarie Pfeifer
4:00 PM M fHenry & Josephine Hutchison; L/D Mbrs of the Stone &
Aulik Families and Allen Aulik
4:30 PM W tJoAnn Hodas, Joe & Violet Brockhoff;
TWilliam Luckow; tDeceased Mbrs of the Holy Innocents
Secular Franciscan Order
Sunday December 4th—Second Sunday of Advent
7:30 AM W Sylvan Oswald;
+Victor & Agnes Zeman and Richard & Helen Fischer
M fTElaine Wojtal; TSophie & Marvin Ziarnik
G fMarie & Everette Sweeting; tLeo & Marcella Samz and
Raymond & Constance Mertens
In Thanksgiving for 57 years of musical ministry
of Arnie Kapitz
10:00 AM M fAndrew & Christine Knipp; TFlorence Bursek
10:30 AM G fClarence & Helen Schisel, Melvin Schisel &
Elizabeth Shupita; fLouis McKee
W fLillian Kostka

8:00 AM
8:30 AM

9:30 AM W

5:00 PM

Jesus said to his disciples: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know

when the time will come. What I say to you, I say to all: “Watch!””
- Mk 13:33, 37

First Sunday
of
Advent

Barbara Kratz
Director of Faith
Formation

One of my favorite games as a child was
Hide and Seek. In this game, the “finder”
counts to one hundred and then calls out,
“Ready or Not, here I come!” If you
weren’t prepared, you were caught. The
readings for the season of Advent speak of
preparation.

We all know the importance of preparation
for things (the birth of a child, a job review,
retirement, guests). Taking time to prepare
for something expresses confidence and
hope that the planned-for-event will
happen. We prepare for the celebration of
Christ’s birth with the awareness that this
celebration foreshadows the celebration of
the Second Coming of Christ, his final
return.

Advent is also a season of hope. Anyone
who hopes is on the watch for something
better or for any sign of improvement. To
hope for something or to hope in someone
involves risk. We know that hoping alone is
not enough, we must prepare. Those who
live in hope are attuned to the arrival of the
Reign of God and see signs of its coming.
We hope for the day that we will be
transformed by God’s love. We stay watch-
ful and alert to God’s actions in our lives.

In the first reading from Isaiah God’s
promised return provides hope. Things will
be different because God the creator can
reshape everything as a potter reshapes
clay. As a people we are the clay
constantly being shaped and formed by God
who is the potter. In God’s hands we are
molded. As the work of God’s hands we
try to live in hope and peace. We enjoy
God’s life in the present while we wait for
the fullness of the promise. In that
experience we already have the life of God
present within us and among us and we
eagerly await the Second Coming of His
Son Jesus.
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2011 Stewardship
Called to be Holy, Fully Engaged, Fully Alive!

Please return your sharing pledge card.
Thank you.
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First Saturday Mass
The next first Saturday Mass at Calvary Chapel
Mausoleum will be on December 3, at 10:00 AM.

Calvary Chapel Mausoleum...is look-
ing for Christmas lights, ornaments and
artificial trees for the upcoming Christmas
season. If you have any that you would like

to donate, please drop off at the mausoleum office or
call 684-3646.

Advent Vespers with Bishop Ricken

Bishop Ricken invites all to join in celebrating
ADVENT VESPERS on November 27, 2011 at
4:00 PM at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, 139 South
Madison Street, Green Bay. First Sunday of Advent
Vespers will conclude with Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament. All are welcome, and cordially

invited to join in evening prayer as we begin this
Advent Season.

In Mewmory of-..

For the week of November 27th
Sanctuary Lights are in memory of...

Edward Junk at the Waldo site
Diane Voith at the Marshall site

Alice Garber at the Grand site

PARISH SUPPORT

Due to the early deadline for the bulletin, weekly
parish support numbers were not available to print,
and will be published next week.

POTLUCK AND PRACTICE
for SFA RESURRECTION FUNERAL CHOIR

: (lz\ Monday, November 28

E. 2@5{@ Letz Center in the Grand Ave.
® et Site basement
SET-UP with food: 5:00-5:30 p.m.
POTLUCK will begin at 5:30 p.m.

followed by a GROUP REHEARSAL

Park in school parking lot; enter via the breezeway.
Please bring something to share.
Beverages, plates, cups, silverware and napkins
will be provided.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!!!
Contact Ann Lensmire at 684-3718, ext. 120 or
ann.lensmire@sfamanitowoc.com with questions.
o —
i Town Hall Meeting !
Tuesday, November 29th |
12:10 PM and 6:30 PM, Grand site church

i
All parishioners are welcome to attend! ]

“Where There Is Sharing, Healing Takes Place”
Grief Share Drop-In Group

This group is open to any adult grieving the loss of a
loved one. The group is non-denominational,
providing the opportunity to find support, share
memories, feelings and concerns, with others who
have also experienced the loss of a loved one.

There is no fee; registration is appreciated but not
necessary. Groups meet the first Monday of each
month. The next meeting will be December 5th from
6:00—7:30 PM at the SFA parish office, 601 North
8th Street, in the Heritage Room. Please call Sally at
973-7402 with any questions or concerns.

Eternal Rest to Our Loved Ones
We extend our sympathy to the families & friends of:

Ann Ebert
Ella Mae Fickett

May all the faithful departed rest in peace.
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Advent Evening Planned

All are invited to attend the intergenerational Advent
evening: Gifi of Love; Tuesday, December 6th;
5:30 - 7:30 PM at St. Peter the Fisherman in Two
Rivers. The evening will begin with a meal in the
dining hall. It will include prayer and reflection with
Fr. Tom Reynebeau followed with activities, crafts
and discussion groups. All ages are welcome and
there is no charge. Registration is needed for meal
and supplies. Call 793-4531 more information.

SCRIP SCRIP SCRIP
Parish Office Scrip Sale Hours:
Monday: 8:30 AM—4:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:30 PM—4:30 PM
Friday: 8:30 AM—12:00 Noon

Scrip is also sold after all Masses at all sites!

Machut’s Supper Club has joined Scrip!

Certificates are available in $20 increments at
a 5% profit, with no limitations.
They are available on the weekly order form.
Remember to use Scrip for all of your
Christmas shopping, baking and get-togethers.

Don’t forget St. Nick on December 6th!

Our SFA Scrip Coordinator is:
Cindi Verch
683-6880 or 684-3718

LIFE TEEN

| AM

The Gospel of John is different
than Matthew, Mark, and Luke. These
differences are important and tell us
some very important things about
Jesus. Next week at LifeTeen we look
at this important Gospel and how it
dramatically impacts our faith!

Happy Advent! This week at EDGE we
will have our final EDGE night on the
New Roman Missal. We have the
advantage of having our final New
Roman Missal night the day after the
institution  of the New  Roman
Missal. We will be discussing our initial
thoughts about the change that the
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St. Clawe Corner

The Holiday Bake Sale will be held at the Waldo
site school hall on Saturday, December 10th from
9:00AM - Noon. Drop off your goodies (cookies,
candy, breads, etc.) on Friday, December 9th after
3:30 PM or Saturday, December 10th from
7:30—8:30 AM. Use the door off the parking lot
marked “BAKERY™.

Celebrate the season by attending our annual
Christmas Party at Silver Valley on Tuesday,
December 13th. Social at 5:30 PM, dinner at 6:30
PM. Reservation deadline is December 6th. Cost is
$15.00. Call Jo Moss at 682-4378 to make your
reservation.

Annual dues may be paid by sending $5 to
Ann Rees at 4462 Deerfield Lane, in Manitowoc.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish

HOLIDAY BAKE SALE
Sponsored by: The St. Clare Society

Saturday, December 10th
9:00 AM—12:00 Noon, Waldo site school hall

Christmas Cookie, Holiday Breads & more!
All are welcome!

Uke N’ Help !

Announcing, Golden
Ring Music’s Food
Pantry Collection and
Drawing to win a Great
Ukulelciilli==rrE
Pack ($110 value) or a |
second place $25.00 Gift
Certificate.

To be eligible to enter
you just need to bring 3
or more non-perishable &
food items to Golden™
Ring Music, 1003 Washington St., Manitowoc. Enter
as many times as you want and help stock our local
Food Pantries! Drawing to be held December 24.
First Place wins a Diamond-Head Concert Uke, Case,
Electronic Tuner, DVD & Book and Picks!

DON’T FORGET—Golden Ring Music has SCRIP
available.

PARISH CHRISTMAS WISH LIST

Any help that can be given towards the purchase of these
items would be greatly appreciated.

Music Ministry
Microphone for Waldo Choir Loft (2)

Choral Octavos (sheet music) (6)

Maintenance & Facilities

New Storm Door for Grand Rectory
Snow Blowers (2)

Entrance Mats for Worship sites (3)
Fold-up Scaffold

Heavy-Duty Socket Set
Heavy-Duty Box Wrench Set
Commercial Carpet Dryers (3)

New Tire for Skidsteer

Religious Education
Laptop Computer

LCD Projector
Student Chairs for Classroom (25)

LifeTeen & Young Adult Ministry
Flip Cameras (2)

LifeNight Sponsor

Summer Leadership Conference Sponsor
Liturgy of the Hours Books (7)

Core Team Life Shirts (40)

Worship
Outdoor Seasonal Banners/Grand (2)

Outdoor Seasonal Banners/Marshall (10)
Outdoor Seasonal Banners/Waldo (10)
Server Albs for Grand site (4)

Fabric for Seasonal Altar Décor/Grand (5)
White Altar Cloth for Waldo site
Collection Baskets for Waldo site
Decorative Swags for Waldo site
Processional Candle Sticks/Marshall (2)
Wine Pitcher for Marshall site

Icons for Marshall site (4)

Icons for Waldo site (4)

Indoor Seasonal Wreaths/Marshall (4)

Parish School

Stereopsis (vision screening device)
Interactive Projection Camera
Recess Supplies for 5th Grade (4)

$195 each
$50 each

$300
$700 each
$850 each
$75

$100
$100

$275 each
$1,000

$500
$800
$60 each

$130 each
$200
$500

$37 each
$13 each

$175 each
$175 each
$175 each
$100 each
$50 each
$250 each
$50

$150
$245 each
$900

$50 each
$50 each
$175 each

$90 each
$200
$100 each

Interactive Smart Bd Game-Catholic Jeopardy $600

Digital Cameras (8)

Chairs for Band Room (30)

Electric Piano, school/church choir

Electric Piano Keyboard, band classroom
Curriculum based DVDs for classroom (30)
Library Books for Middle School (30)
Easel for Art Room

Drill for Art Classroom

Sheet Music/Scripts for Middle School (20)

Calvary Cemetery
Wireless Printer

$100 each
$60 each
$2.,000
$1,150
$30 each
$25 each
$500
$200

$50 each

$500



St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Manitowoc

November 27, 2011 ¢+ page 7

SOCIAL CONCERNS CORNER
GIVING TREE PROJECT

St. Francis of Assisi Parish will begin

its annual Giving Tree Project on the
weekend of November 26 - 27. E

At each of the three parish sites there

will be a tree decorated with stars. On each of the
stars will be written gift suggestions for someone in
the community who would benefit from our generos-
ity. Parishioners are invited to take one or more stars
from a tree and purchase a gift or gifts from the sug-
gestions.

The gift should be wrapped with the star securely fas-
tened (number side up) and returned to the site from
which the star was taken. (Stars are a different color
at each site. Marshall is blue, Grand is yellow and
Waldo is white.) The gifts must be returned by
Sunday, December 11th so that they can be sorted
and distributed.

IF YOU PURCHASE A GIFT CARD THE
COORDINATORS HAVE REQUESTED THAT
THEY BE PUT INTO A BOX AND WRAPPED
LIKE A PRESENT. ALSO, WHEN YOU
PURCHASE AN ITEM OF CLOTHING, IF
POSSIBLE, INCLUDE A GIFT RECEIPT WITH IT,
SO THAT THE ITEM CAN BE RETURNED IF IT
DOES NOT FIT.

For further information contact:

Grand (yellow stars)
Nancy Censky — 682-2950

Marshall (blue stars)

Bob & Helen Cichantek — 682-4727% @

Waldo (white stars)
Susan Cisler — 683-9598 or Mary Roberts — 684-5143

Chili Lunch with Cookie & Candy Sale

St. Anne Parish, Francis Creek
Sunday, December 4, 10:00 AM—2:00 PM

Adults: $6.00, Children 3-10 years: $2.50
Under 3 years: Donation, Carry-outs available

Sponsored by: Christian Mothers and Altar Society.
Cookie & Candy Sale sponsored by
Religious Education Program.

Flicker of Hope Celebration
A Free Hope House Family Event

Sunday, December 4, 2011
3:00—5:00 PM
Capitol Civic Centre—Kadow Room

v
’7\\'“ Hope Hous

of Manitowoc County

Food, Entertainment, Raffles
including an iPad2

All are Welcome!
Come Support Manitowoc County’s Homeless Shelter

ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET - 2011

First Presbyterian Church will be hosting an
Alternative Gift Market beginning December 4.

Are you looking for meaningful Christmas gifts for
the special people in your life? Instead of an ordinary
gift, why not give a most special gift in their honor — a
gift of life and love for someone in need.

For more information call 682-4688;

visit www.FPCfamily.com or email:
Cathy Wallander - firstpresmtwc(@sbcglobal.net
Pastor Matt Sauer - matthewsauer(@sbcglobal.net

Wonder of Christmas

2011 Nativity Scene Display
Hundreds of nativity sets artfully displayed

Trinity Alliance Church 3121 Nagle Ave, Manitowoc
Corner of Q & Goodwin Road

Fri, Dec. 2 & FrilliBSis
Sat, Dec. 3 & Sat., Dec. 10
Sun, Dec. 4 & Sun., Dec. 11

10 AM—7:00 PM
10 AM—7:00 PM
Noon—4:30 PM

Free Admission—Free Coffee Bar & Cookies . . » ,
For group tours call Judy at 684-0828. o

www.wonderofchristmas.org

St. Vincent de Paul Thank You
St. Vincent de Paul extends a warm thank you to all
who donated food for last weekend’s Pantry Sunday.
The generous donations help many families in need.

St. Vincent de Paul Help Corner
As we begin Advent we are called to “Be watchful! Be
alert” as we stand in joyful anticipation for the grace of
Christmas to once again bless our lives. Your gift to St.
Vincent de Paul will help the needy to celebrate the
grace of God’s love this Christmas.
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Each week we invite you to visit this space as we feature a
group in our parish communitgx that exempliﬁes our stewardship
concepts of prayer, service & sharing.

Featured group: HOPE HOUSE

Mission: To mobilize volunteers and resources to help families at risk
of homelessness to move toward self-sufficiency.

Naint
£

gL e of rot .
1 PANCis ASS!SI me-mﬁ

Type of Stewardship: Service
Contacts: Kathy Poole 682-0280 or Mary Smith 682-4026

Hope House, located in the former St. Boniface Rectory, is a homeless shelter program that serves
homeless families, couples without children and single women who are willing to follow program
guidelines to lead them back to self-sufficiency.

Hope House provides:

e Meals

e Overnight Accommodations (up to 90 days) Q

e (Case Management ¥'\o

e Job Search Assistance [ H 0 p e H ouse
e Life Skills Education of Manitowoc County
e Referrals to Community Agencies

How Can I Help? Volunteer your time to Hope House to provide: meals, evening/overnight hosting,
teaching a hobby to guests, donating essential items (i.e. diapers, toilet paper) and/or donate Scrip for gas,
groceries, pizza, etc. You can also participate in our upcoming family celebration, “Flicker of Hope™, on
Sunday, December 4th at the Capitol Civic Centre, in support of our homeless shelter.

Hope House could not function without the generous donation of volunteers’ time.

"Today, there is an inescapable duty to
make ourselves the neighbor of every
individual, without exception, and to take
positive steps to help a neighbor whom we
encounter, whether that neighbor be an
elderly person, abandoned by everyone, a
foreign worker who suffers the injustice of
being despised, a refugee, an illegitimate
child wrongly suffering for a sin of which
the child is innocent, or a starving human
being who awakens our conscience by
calling to mind the words of Christ:
'As long as you did it for one of these, the
least of my brethren, you did it for
me' (Matthew 25:40)"

(Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World, 27, Austin Flannery translation).
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Only X More Days to Christmas

By: Kristina M. De Neve
Evangelization and Welcoming Director
Diocese of Green Bay

It wasn’t even Halloween when a sign inside
Wal-Mart greeted me, “Only 70 days to Christmas.”
How are we supposed to enjoy this “most wonderful
season of all” when we are bombarded with
messages meant to stress us months in advance?

Ironically, experiences like this can help us make the
most of Advent. We are a people keenly aware of
what is missing in our lives. From crossing everyone
off our shopping list to wishing we could spend more
time with our loved ones, we are virtually always
aware of how incomplete our lives are. (Even when
we feel perfectly content, we can’t help but yearn for
the moment to last!)

Advent invites us to more fully make peace with
the fact that we humans are always longing for
more meaning in life. In today’s Gospel, Jesus
invites us to be watchful and alert. This doesn’t
mean defensive vigilance. It means opening up to
our own incompleteness, creating space within
ourselves where God can be born. Our hearts are
restless until they rest in you Lord!

Spiritual Adoption

& At 9.W—eeks, your “spiritually adopted

baby” is about 1 % inches long. Baby’s

eyes are fully formed; baby is able to
yawn and has begun thumb sucking; hands and feet
respond to slight touch. External genitalia is begin-
ning to distinguish itself.

Thanks be to God for creating such a miracle of life!
How truly blessed and humbled we are to have the
opportunity to make a difference in the life of this
young one by our daily prayer.

We are grateful to all who started and have grown the
ministry at THE CROSSING to include confidential
free-of-charge services such as support groups,
counseling, Earn While Your Learn Program, Mother/
Baby Boutique, community referrals, pregnancy tests,
literature, crisis hotline, community education and
empowerment programming, and "Better Choices"
classes at the local jail. Reach them at 814 Washing-
ton Street, 683-4357 or: http://
www.crossingpregnancysupport.org/

FROM THE WORSHIP OFFICE...

Have You Heard about the
Revised Roman Missal?

Today Is The Day!

Today, on this First Sunday in Advent, we

are hearing the new Roman Missal being

used at Mass for the first time. And how appropriate
that Advent is the beginning of the Church’s liturgical
year, offering an ideal time for such an important
change - one which has been 40 years in the making.
We surely are bound to feel a little sadness as we bid
farewell to the Mass translation that we known so well.
There is never such a thing as a perfect translation,
since each language has its own unique character. But
many experts and Church leaders have worked
diligently over the past decade to ensure we receive the
most suitable and accurate translation of all the prayers
as possible. During his presentation in Howard this past
August, Rev. Paul Turner stated: “The previous
translation has served us well. The revised translation
is better than the one we had.”

In a very real way, the new Missal should help foster
the full, active, and conscious participation intended by
the Second Vatican Council — especially in regard to
our interior spirit of participation at Mass. The rituals
and actions of the mass are not changing; rather, we are
receiving a richer translation of the original Latin
words of the Mass. In addition, the new translation
reveals connections to the Scriptural origins of the
Mass more clearly and powerfully. The new words will
require priests and laity alike to be even more attentive
to the deep meaning of the prayers.

The renewed elements of the “sacred vernacular” — an
elevated style of speech reminds us of the significance
of the occasion and helps us enter into the context of
divine worship. Through this new translation, we will
also find greater unity, not only with the English-
speaking faithful of the Roman Rite all over the world,
but also with Mass translations in other languages.

Since September in particular, we, as the parishioners
of St. Francis of Assisi, have studied and practiced the
new English translation to get ready for this day! We
will need some patience and discipline as we engage in
the new texts for the first times. To take a phrase from
the Gospel of Mark on this First Sunday of Advent,
“Be watchful! Be alert!” Then let us celebrate with
renewed joy!
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The St. Francis
of Assisi Middle
School  Student
Council coordinated
a project celebrating
Respect Life
Month. Students
collected ice cream
pails to assist the
funeral workers at
the Marshall
worship site. The
containers are used for giving leftovers from the catered meal to the families who have funerals at that
site. The Respect Life coalition of St. Francis of Assisi Parish provided the idea for the students to pursue.

BRIDGING THE GAP

The total cost to educate each student in our
St. Francis of Assisi School is $5,170. Tuition,
scholarships and parish subsidy cover $4,255

0 . . @
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Your gift, in any amount, will greatly help to “bridge the gap”.

Yes, | would like to help “bridge the gap” with my gqift of:

[ ] $1,000 [ ] $750

[ ] $500 [ ] $250
[ ]$100 [] Other $

Name:

Completed forms can be returned to the St. Francis of Assisi Parish office at:
601 North 8th Street, Manitowoc Attention: Candice Giesen



